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NEWSLETTER 

INFO  

DATES FOR 

THE DIARY  

NOVEMBER 

24th Sat—Charitable Ladies 

Christmas Fair at Village Hall 

10 – 12pm 

27th Tues—Deadline for 

whole school photo orders 

DECEMBER 

4th Tues—Pantomime at 

Dartmouth Academy 

6th Thurs—Bags2school 

collection 

6th Thurs—Parent Lego 

therapy workshop 3.10pm 

12th Weds - FSU Nativity 

17th Mon—Phase 2 Panto 

Stoke Fleming Village Hall 

5pm  

18th Tues—School Christ-

mas Lunch 

19th Weds—FSU trip Christ-

mas at Woodlands 

19th Weds— Mulled Wine 

and Mince Pie Day—1.30pm 

20th Thurs—Phase 3 Carol 

Concert St Peter’s Church 

6pm  

21st Fri—Break up for 
Christmas finishing at 
1.30pm 

STOKE FLEMING  

PRIMARY SCHOOL 
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Empathy and Awareness 
“We need to teach our children empathy and care and love and communica-

tion and social responsibility in preparation for adulthood.” 

Page 1—Welcome 

Page 2—Celebrations 

Page 3— Safeguarding 

Pages 4—7— School 

notices 

Inspiring Artwork—Class Endeavour 
 
Class Endeavour 
have been re-
searching the artist 
Carl Warner - an 
incredible 
'foodscape' creator. 
 

 They were inspired 
to design and cre-
ate their own food-
scapes, then photo-
graph and edit their 
chosen photo with 
some incredible 
results.  
 

Our vision: Set sail in the world 
Our Values: Considerate, Confident, Creative and Cultured. 

Our mission: Our ‘uncharted curriculum’ inspires everyone to  
explore, dream and discover the world around us. 

Stoke Fleming School and Stoke 
Fleming Charitable Ladies  

Christmas Fair. 
Our Christmas Fair is taking place 
this weekend on Saturday from 10 –
12 in the Village Hall. As a village 
school this is a wonderful opportuni-
ty to work with our local community. 
The children have been hard at work 
making some lovely crafts. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Please come along and lend your 
support as proceeds go to the 
school.  



Attendance Matters 
This week’s attendance by class: 

Challenger: 85.22% 

Invincible: 96.20% 

Victory: 94.33% 

Discovery: 95.92% 

Endeavour: 86.59% 

WOW! Well done  

Invincible 

Best attendance this week!    

School attendance for the year 

so far is currently  96.67%  

Please keep supporting our 

attendance target of 96.5%. or 

Celebrations 

 

 

 

 

 

          Leon for his football trophy 

Value of the Week: Empathy and 

Awareness 

Challenger  -  Megan  

Invincible -  Aiva 

Victory  -  Milo & Noah 

Discovery  -  Alec 

Endeavour  -  Esme 

Stars of the Week 

 Challenger - Arthur 

Invincible  - Sam 

Victory  - Leon 

Discovery  -  Alec 

Endeavour  -  Wilf 



 

Safeguarding Update 

REMINDER: We kindly ask that you 

please keep the side gate closed at 

all times  and do not prop it open.  

Thank you for keeping our children 

On behalf of Stoke Fleming school we would like to offer our congratulations to Helen Allery  

who has secured a wonderful position at Honeylands Specialist Children’s Assessment Centre. 

It is with great sadness that after four and a half years we will be saying goodbye but are really 

happy for Helen and her future career.  Helen will be leaving at the end of this term. 

Winter Road Safety Guide 
Keep your children and yourself safe this winter. A quick guide to pedestrian road safety in 
the winter months.  
1) Just because you can see a car, doesn't mean it can see you.  
When walking in the dark we tend to think that just because we can see the glaring head-
lights of cars that we must be lit up like Christmas trees. We're not. Visibility in winter can 
be very poor. This is especially true at the times we are most likely to be walking – in the mornings and late after-
noons and evenings.  
2) Don't Wear all Black/Dark clothing  
If possible wear something reflective or fluorescent. Buy a jacket with fluorescent strips. If your jacket doesn't 
have reflective strips then a cheap and easy solution is Hi-Vis armbands. We know it is unlikely you will get your 
kids to wear full hi-vis gear so something small like reflective armbands could be a good compromise.  
3) Carry a torch with you  
Take a small torch with you wherever you go. You can use this when you find yourself on badly lit roads. This will 
not only help you find your way but will also get you seen by traffic.  
4) Be extra careful crossing roads  
Drivers may be dazzled by headlights as well as generally poor visibility, so never take it for granted that a car will 
have seen you. Dress the part with as much high visibility safetywear as you deem appropriate, but at very least 
wear something bright white, and always be extra cautious. Wherever possible cross roads at pedestrian crossings 
or at bright street lights.  
5) Be bright in the day as well as night  
Fluorescent clothing should be worn where possible in the day as well as at night. Again, at least try to wear some-
thing white or brightly coloured.   

Staffing Update 

http://www.polo-shirts.co.uk/Hi-Vis+Safetywear/Yoko+Hi-Vis+Arm+Bands
http://www.polo-shirts.co.uk/Hi-Vis+Safetywear/Yoko+Hi-Vis+Arm+Bands
http://www.polo-shirts.co.uk/Hi-Vis+Safetywear


Helping at Home 

Helping your child with maths 
As with reading, try to make maths as much fun as possible - games, 
puzzles and jigsaws are a great way to start. It's also important to show 
how we use maths skills in our everyday lives and to involve your child 
in this. 
 

Identifying problems and solving them can also help your child develop maths skills. If you see him or 

her puzzling over something, talk about the problem and try to work out the solution together. 

Don't shy away from maths if you didn’t like it at school. Try to find new ways to enjoy the subject with 

your child. 

Tips for helping your child to enjoy maths: 

 Point out the different shapes to be found around your home. 

 Take your child shopping and talk about the quantities of anything you buy. 

 Let your child handle money and work out how much things cost. 

 Look together for numbers on street signs and car registration plates. 

For more information please visit: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/primary_support/ 

Helping your child with reading 
Reading with your child is vital. Research shows that it's the sin-
gle most important thing you can do to help your child's educa-
tion. It's best to read little and often, so try to put aside some 
time for it every day. 

 

Think of ways to make reading fun - you want your child to learn how pleasurable books can be. If 
you're both enjoying talking about the content of a particular page, linger over it for as long as you like. 

Books aren't just about reading the words on the page, they can also present new ideas and topics for 
you and your child to discuss. 

Tips for helping your child to enjoy books: 

 Encourage your child to pretend to 'read' a book before he or she can read words. 

 Visit the library as often as possible - take out CDs and DVDs as well as books. 

 Schedule a regular time for reading - perhaps when you get home from school or just before bed. 

 Buy dual-language books if English isn’t your family’s first language - you can talk about books and 
stories, and develop a love for them, in any language. 

 Look for books on topics that you know your child is interested in - maybe dragons, insects, cookery 
or a certain sport. 

 Make sure that children’s books are easily accessible in different rooms around your house. 





School notices 

SENDCO Signpost 

What is Dyspraxia? 
Developmental Coordination Disorder (DCD), also known as dyspraxia, is a common disorder affecting fine and/or gross mo-

tor coordination in children and adults. DCD is formally recognised by international organisations including the World Health 

Organisation. DCD is distinct from other motor disorders such as cerebral palsy and stroke, and occurs across the range of 

intellectual abilities. Individuals may vary in how their difficulties present: these may change over time depending on envi-

ronmental demands and life experiences, and will persist into adulthood. 

An individual’s coordination difficulties may affect participation and functioning of everyday life skills in education, work and 

employment. Children may present with difficulties with self-care, writing, typing, riding a bike and play as well as other ed-

ucational and recreational activities.  

http://www.movementmattersuk.org/default.aspx 

The Dyspraxia Foundation adds to the Movement Matters description, recognising the many non-motor difficulties that may 

also be experienced by people with the condition and which can have a significant impact on daily life activities. These in-

clude memory, perception and processing as well as additional problems with planning, organising and carrying out move-

ments in the right order in everyday situations. Although dyspraxia may occur in isolation, it frequently coexists with other 

conditions such as Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD), dyslexia, language disorders and social, emotional and 

behavioural impairments. 

The Dyspraxia Foundation also provides support to people affected by verbal dyspraxia (also known as ‘childhood apraxia of 

speech’) which can occur alongside motor coordination difficulties, or as a separate condition. A definition and information 

about verbal dyspraxia is provided separately. 

Dyspraxia Foundation ( 2015) 

What causes Dyspraxia? 
For the majority of those with the condition, there is no known cause. Current research suggests that it is due to an immatu-

rity of neurone development in the brain rather than to brain damage. People with dyspraxia have no clinical neurological 

abnormality to explain their condition. 

How would I recognise a child with Dyspraxia? 
 
T H E  P R E - S C H O O L  C H I L D  

 Is late in reaching milestones e.g. rolling over, sitting, standing, walking, and speaking 

 May not be able to run, hop, jump, or catch or kick a ball although their peers can do so 

 Has difficulty in keeping friends; or judging how to behave in company 

 Has little understanding of concepts such as ‘in’, ‘on’, ‘in front of’ etc 

 Has difficulty in walking up and down stairs 

 Poor at dressing 

 Slow and hesitant in most actions 

 Appears not to be able to learn anything instinctively but must be taught skills 

 Falls over frequently 

http://www.movementmattersuk.org/default.aspx


School notices 

 Poor pencil grip 

 Cannot do jigsaws or shape sorting games 

 Artwork is very immature 

 Often anxious and easily distracted 

             
 O F T E N  A N X I O U S  A N D  E A S I L Y  D I S T R A C T E D  
 
T H E  S C H O O L  A G E  C H I L D  

 Probably has all the difficulties experienced by the pre-school child with dyspraxia, with little or no improvement 

 Avoids PE and games 

 Does badly in class but significantly better on a one-to -one basis 

 Reacts to all stimuli without discrimination and attention span is poor 

 May have trouble with maths and writing structured stories 

 Experiences great difficulty in copying from the blackboard 

 Writes laboriously and immaturely 

 Unable to remember and /or follow instructions 

Is generally poorly organised 

For more information about how to help,  visit - https://dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/about-dyspraxia/information-sheets/ 

 

Thanks 

Emily Risby—SENDCo 

 

St Clement’s Church, Dartmouth 700 year celebrations – 23rd and 24th November      
Come and celebrate the 700th birthday of St Clement’s church this weekend. The celebrations start with a 7pm service on 

Friday 23rd November, followed by drinks and nibbles. They continue on Saturday 24th November with lots of children’s ac-

tivities and craft tables from 10am to Noon. Stay for homemade soup, music and displays by local organisations. Drinks and 

homemade cakes will be available all day. Come and join the birthday party! For further details please contact the Parish 

Office on office@parishofdartmouth.co.uk or 01803 835540. 

A Big Thank You 
‘Sheila Girling MacAdam - Isla and Molly’s grandmother has raised £159 for the Friends of Stoke Fleming. This was raised via 
the sale of 53 cuddly hedgehogs. These are lovingly knitted by hand and proved very popular at the Christmas Fair last year! 
Thank you so much for raising such a terrific amount for the school.’ 

https://dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/about-dyspraxia/information-sheets/
mailto:office@parishofdartmouth.co.uk

